
MDS Update on Puerto Rico

I write the following thoughts as I fly home from investigating the
earthquake in Puerto Rico.

Puerto Rico's southern coast has experienced over 1,200 "small"
earthquakes in the 16 days since December 28, 2019. On Tuesday,
January 7th, the island's southwest coast was hit by the "mainshock,"
a magnitude 6.4-the most potent to hit the island in a century.  The
mainshock caused damage to some 500 structures, primarily in five
coastal municipalities, according to initial assessments. It also triggered
power shutdowns across most of the island, which in turn shut down
potable water pumps and treatment plants.

These effects in turn drove about 5,000 residents to flee from their
homes, due to potential damage, fear of the structural integrity of their
homes and the potential effects of subsequent seismic activity.

Following a series of smaller aftershocks during the week, a 5.9
magnitude quake on January 11th caused new damage and renewed
public anxiety. (credit: American Red Cross – Disaster Operations Update 1/14/2020)

The MDS Puerto Rico Unit is much more prepared to respond since
Hurricane Maria of 2017. I was heartened to observe the Puerto Rican
Mennonite church’s generous response with food, hygiene, and
sheltering supplies.

I have also observed the new homes, churches, and community meeting
spaces we built that withstood these earthquakes and tremors without
any damage – due to the fact that our volunteers followed the
International Building Codes. They do pay off!! Please continue to pray
for the churches in Puerto Rico as they continue to respond.

Kevin King,
MDS Executive Director

Thank You…
Thank you for the prayers for my Family and me.

I do not blame God at all. And I’m grateful for His kindness.
I thank God that I am alive.

~ Dawna Peters ~

48th Annual
Quilting Workshop

At Zion Mennonite Church

February 20th - 22nd

10 am - 3 pm

• Display of approximately 90 - 100 quilts
• Learn every aspect of quilt making
• Many patterns to copy (Bring Paper)
• Homemade soup available  - 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
• Free Admittance

Donations are accepted for the Senior Center in El Torno, Bolivia
• Facility is handicap accessible

International gifts from One Fair World will be on sale during the workshop.
 Items include baskets, wooden carvings, toys, jewelry and wall hangings.

For more Info. Call: 503.651.2274 or 503.651.2816.
zionmennoniteoregon.org

New Address:

Country Meadows Village
Ron and Gloria Camp

155 S. Evergreen, #1109
Woodburn, OR 97071

They have the same phone number and email address.

• 2020 Oregon Mennonite Women's Retreat

Women of all ages are invited to save the date and join together for  a
 weekend at Drift Creek Camp, April 17-19. Featured Speaker, Rev. Roberta
 Jantzi Egli (Messy Church USA) will help us explore "The  Rhythm of Rest"
 and ways to create and observe Sabbath moments in the rhythm of our
 busy daily lives. More information & online registration now available on
 DCC's website:  driftcreek.org/programs/womens-retreat. Early bird rates
 offered  through March 1st.


